
John Keating 

 

 

Website:   www.KeatingFrisco.com 

1. What is your occupation? 

 1982-1995, US Army Senior Counterintelligence Agent, Desert Shield/Desert Storm veteran 

 1990-2006, Registered Principal, Keating Financial Services, Insurance, Series 6, 63, 26 Securities 

 2010-2016, Frisco City Council, Place 4 

2. How long have you lived in Frisco? 

Since May 1999 (18 years) 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City, and other volunteer work within the City of Frisco. 

Please list in bullet format: 

 Spears Elementary PTA, 2003-2010; VP of Fundraising 2006-2010 

 Leadership Frisco Class XIII Graduate, 2010 

 Lifetime Member, Heritage Association of Frisco 

 Frisco PD Citizen Police Academy, Class 29 

 Member, Frisco VFW Post 8273 

 Member, Frisco American Legion Post 178 

 Elected to City Council, Place 4 in 2010 

 Re-elected to City Council, Place 4 in 2013; Mayor Pro Tem 2015 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election? 

Well over 100… 

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member? 

A Council member should be the voice of the citizens, conveying the community’s values and interests to 
City staff via the City Manager. It is Council’s role to monitor and guarantee the long-term delivery of the 
electorate’s wants and needs, via strategic benchmarking and directing vision. 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly, to adequately represent 
the residents? 

http://www.keatingfrisco.com/


City Council is an unpaid volunteer position. Most council members are employed in the private sector. 
Still, it is imperative for Council members to make time for meetings with voters, residents, staff, and city 
partners, appointed officials, elected officials from other jurisdictions, business leaders, and more. 

7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve? 

None. My wife and I are both at the stage in our lives where we have the time and resources to volunteer 
and give back to the community we are so proud to be a part of.  

8. In how many local elections have you voted? 

Literally too many to count; my voting record will demonstrate that I vote in every city, county, state, 
federal and party election. 

9. How do you feel Frisco’s form of city government works or doesn’t work for the city? 

We are a home-rule city with a City Manager form of government, where the council serves in much the 
same capacity as the board of directors for a large company. The city manager is responsible for the day-
to-day operations of the city, while the council members craft the long-term vision for the city, based on 
input from residents and business owners. All Council members serve at large, rather than in single-
member districts such as in Dallas, we must all answer to all the residents. This guarantees council 
members are in touch with the needs of the whole city. This structure also ensures council functions as a 
truly legislative body, rather than merely a rubber-stamp for the interests of one executive official. I 
support our current Council-Manager structure, with at-large districts. 

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City Staff? 

In Frisco, the City Council is the equivalent of the board of directors of a company, partnering with the City 
Manager who functions as the Chief Executive Officer. City Council provides governance and leadership 
from a strategic level. City staff report to their directors and department heads, and implement the day-
to-day tactical decision-making and execution, under the purview of the City Manager as CEO. Council 
members should be the voice of the citizens, our stakeholders, conveying the community’s values and 
interests to city staff. 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and Frisco Independent 
School District? 

The City of Frisco is proud to partner with multiple school districts within our borders; Frisco ISD, Little Elm 
ISD, Lewisville ISD and Prosper ISD all share land with us in various areas. We are duty-bound to work 
together and provide quality services for our shared constituents and taxpayers. I believe our education 
partnerships are so seamless, most residents don’t consider the degree of separation between their city 
and their ISD—at least if the numbers of residents I have seen come to City Council to speak about a 
school issue is any indicator! While there is some overlap in the constituents and land boundaries, there 
must be no overlap in our services. The City of Frisco must support all our ISD partners, while giving them 
room to deliver on their own different governmental obligations. I am pleased to have strong 
relationships with the trustees of our FISD as well as our neighboring school districts. 

12. What is your vision for Frisco? 

We must continue planning for future growth in a fiscally responsible manner, and continue to have one of 
the lowest tax rates in the region, while never looking like it! Frisco is about 70% built-out and growing 
exponentially. The city has kept taxes and spending low, while improving our efficiency and transparency.  
Sustaining our vision will require long-term planning, a culture of innovation, and the willingness to 
balance needs versus wants. 



13. What do you believe is Frisco’s biggest success? 

Our public-private partnerships are the envy of cities across Texas and the nation! We have cracked the 
code for working with top global brands, and this has brought significant private investment while 
minimizing our need to spend taxpayer dollars to achieve and attract world-class facilities, events and 
developments. The key to maintaining this success will be electing people who understand how and why 
we got here, and who know how to translate our success today into a long-term vision for Frisco we can 
all be proud of. 

14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if elected 
to City Council? 

It is critical Frisco stands steadfast against reckless and irresponsible fiscal policies.  Leaders at all levels of 
government must remain vigilant to preserve Texas’ strong economy. Working with the Mayor, my fellow 
city councilman, our city staff, and our residents, I will continue to promote long-term responsible 
leadership to keep our city strong. As Collin and Denton Counties continue to grow, our fiscal 
responsibility will become increasingly important to Texas as a whole. 

The biggest threat to Frisco’s success is inflated property taxes, loss of cohesion between the city, the 
school district, the business community and our neighborhoods. Using tax dollars to fund well-meaning 
projects like public transportation, public housing, public art centers, etc., which add to our debt burden 
and lead to an unsustainable tax rate. We need to focus on public safety, roads & infrastructure, small 
government, quality services -- needs not wants. 

15. What is your position on Frisco’s 4A/4B programs? 

Our 4A/4B corporations, also known as the Frisco Economic Development Corporation (EDC) and Frisco 
Community Development Corporation (CDC), are critical tools to the city’s development in this fast-
growth phase. Several amazing projects have come out of EDC and CDC, such as The Star, Toyota Stadium 
and the Soccer Hall of Fame, the Frisco Discovery Center, Stonebriar Mall and more. Our council must be 
familiar with these incentive programs and be ready to provide oversight and governance to ensure sales 
tax dollars are spent with transparency and fiscal responsibility. I am pleased to have good working 
relationships with the community leaders who manage these corporations, and can communicate the 
goals of our residents and business community. I do not agree with those who would rather see these 
dollars diverted to DART, as Plano, Dallas, Farmers Branch, and Carrollton have done.   

16. a. What is your view on Frisco’s transportation infrastructure, now and in the future? 

I don’t support DART, or even a publicly funded bus service, though Frisco does have some options to meet 
local transportation needs by partnering with other cities, counties and businesses. Frisco has an 
opportunity to explore rail service, with an active freight rail line running through the center of town, 
though this needs to be a private venture and not taxpayer-funded enterprise. 

b. What transportation improvements do you feel should be made, if any? Please include funding  
solutions for any new programming you recommend. 

I don’t support toll roads. Our City Council works closely with county transportation partners like Denton 
County Transportation Authority and the Collin County TAPS program. We must continue to pursue 
fiscally responsible, collaborative solutions. 

17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently?  Why, or why not?  Specific  
examples are encouraged. 



I do believe the City is being operated efficiently. Having met and worked with so many City of Frisco 
employees, and having traveled to and worked with leaders from municipalities across the country, I 
know we have the best staff anywhere. They are resourceful, innovative, and dedicated stewards of our 
hard earned tax dollars. Still, efficiency and productivity in government is an ever-moving target; we will 
always have the opportunity to do more, spend less and deliver at an even higher level.  It will be the 
responsibility of our City Council to encourage the culture of innovation and problem-solving which makes 
such an impact in the private sector. 

As an example, there is a lot of efficiency built into our budgeting process. While the population growth-
inflation calculation is a good one, there needs to be some margin of flexibility (3-4%?).  Budgets are 
forward-looking, forward-thinking.  It's difficult to predict how the national economy could affect home 
values and bond prices, or the price of common goods and services.  We don't know how local growth 
could be affected by decisions in DC or even in Austin (unfunded mandates).  We don't know how man-
made or natural disasters may impact us, for example, the tornadoes in Rowlett last year during the 
Christmas holidays, or the severe hailstorm in Fort Worth years ago.  Remember, your elected officials, 
your proven conservative leaders, are your first line of defense against onerous tax & spend policies. 

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco’s public safety budgeting and departments?   
What would you change? 

Frisco’s fire and police departments are one of the largest expense areas of our overall city budget—but 
this is also the area where we have the most full-time employees. We are one of the safest cities in the 
country (based on annual FBI crime statistics), which serves as our return on investment. Our Frisco Police 
Department has an award-winning community outreach and community policing effort we can all be 
proud of, and our Frisco Fire Department continues to maintain an ISO-1 fire protection rating, which 
keeps all our home and business insurance costs lower. Over the last decade, we’ve seen a change in 
culture, as Frisco’s public safety departments have evolved from small-town agencies to sophisticated 
organizations, now considered examples for other police and fire departments across the country. I look 
forward to continuing to be an open door for our public safety leadership. 

19. What is your opinion on local control? 

Communities have the opportunity to control their future and shape their identity.  However, their needs 
to be consistency in some areas throughout the state, and state precedents should not be set by random 
municipalities. Simply stated, when it represents an unfunded mandate, violates religious liberty, is in 
conflict with federal and state law. Issues must be addressed on a case-by-case basis.  Again, your elected 
officials are your first line of defense against invasive legislation. 

Municipalities have the opportunity to tailor their ordinances to meet the needs of their citizens. Often, 
school districts, the business community, and even neighborhoods call on their elected officials to provide 
clear, consistent rulings for everyone. Some of these laws are based on safety and comfort, some are 
harmless, some are redundant, and others are morality issues for a young population. If a city oversteps 
its authority, the state can nullify the ordinance, or the populace can petition for an issue to be placed on 
the ballot, or elected officials can move to place an item on the ballot, like 2Am or a liquor sale ordinance. 

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. the public’s 
desire for certain zoning? 

I don't support the "urbanization" of Frisco, and don't believe the 2014 Comp Plan was promoting an 
increase in urban density. I believe the plan was identifying areas where this could occur, and where it 
couldn't, in terms of long range planning and vision. Notice the lack of heavy industrialized areas, more 
green space, no new neighborhoods adjacent to major thoroughfares (Starwood and Frisco Lakes are the 



only current ones), a renewed focus on major power lines, traffic roundabouts, and mixed use 
developments, as well as the importance of Grand Park and the future integration of the old Exide 
property (once remediated). Park land and school property are also a key part of this plan, as property 
values continue to rise, the city and school district need to plan ahead on land purchases, and budget 
accordingly. 

I do not support Eminent Domain for private projects. Landowner rights are sacrosanct and must be 
protected. There’s an old saying, “Your Zoning Committee is your worst enemy when you have a project, 
but your best friend when the other guy has a project.” Our zoning ordinances are considered strict, as we 
have high standards for residential and commercial development, but I also believe they are fair and are 
consistently enforced. 

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing population? 

Yes, I believe we do. The challenge will be to acquire the land we need, where we need it, at a competitive 
price. Land can be developed as needed, but as the city builds out, the price of land goes up, and quality 
tracts are harder to find. Existing parks can be expanded, in many cases, or modified to fit a variety of 
uses, as we’ve seen lacrosse and even cricket fields appear in Frisco. We already own the land for Grand 
Park, and have voter approved bonds ready to fund development, once we have a council-approved 
design. 

 22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County Road?  
Why or why not? 

This portion of Main Street was improved in such a way so the parallel parking barriers could be removed 
and the road widened, if necessary. The loss of parking creates another challenge, as landowners and 
business owners want the best use of their properties, while residents want to maintain their quiet 
neighborhoods. Our east-west connector roads are seeing an increased load with our record growth, and 
are being widened in other areas to accommodate more traffic. I have no agenda for this area, and would 
seek input from city staff, local businesses and residents before moving forward on a project in this area. 

 23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall?  Please explain your position. 

When I first ran for City Council, I campaigned on the promise to let Frisco residents vote on whether the 
2002 bond authorization of $19 million was still the will of the people after McKinney pulled out of what 
was to be a four-city project. The residents spoke in 2011, and revoked the bond authority at the ballot 
box. While that project was not right for Frisco, it doesn’t mean there will never be an arts facility project 
that IS right for Frisco. When I see the right project proposed—one that is fiscally responsible, meets 
actual community need, and is modeled on best practices in cultural/arts centers funding and operations, 
I will be prepared to support it. I have heard from hundreds of Frisco residents on this specific issue, and 
they expect to see the same level of investment in an arts hall by private partners which we have come to 
enjoy in so many of our other public facilities.   

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments, and what  
(if any) changes would you make? 

As someone who has participated in the appointment process, I have unique insight into how we fill the 
hundreds of volunteer roles our city offers our residents. We often have more applicants than vacancies 
we can fill, because we have such a strong community service culture. This creates a situation where 
Council must decide between residents with different levels of experience and qualification. Someone 
with little or no experience in any city or community board might not be ready to serve on a board with a 
multi-million dollar budget. One change I might consider would be the addition of an annual information 



session for all board applicants—one explaining the fiduciary, governance, time and stewardship 
obligations of a city appointment. 

25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco breakfast? 

While there are many amazing breakfast locations in Frisco, I have to say “Starwood Café” is one of our 
family favorites! Delicious food and attentive service, it’s a great place to meet friends and neighbors! 



Stacy Plummer 

 

Questions.  

1. What is your occupation?  Swim Instructor 

2. How long have you lived in Frisco?  6 years 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City, and other volunteer work within the 

City of Frisco. Please list in bullet format.   

- Girls Scout Leader 5 years, 32 current troop members 

- Girl Scout Service Unit Volunteer, 4 years, various roles, largest role 

implement horse camp for 100+ people 

- Girl Scout Camp Volunteer, 3 years 

- Boy Scout Camp Volunteer, 1 year, Range Master 

- Frisco Soccer Association, 4 years coach 

- FISD School volunteer, 5 years 

- Apple Creek Preschool Board Member, 2 years 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election?  4. 

Same time as scouting meeting- watched 8 on Frisco website.  

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member?  Govern effectively and 

efficiently for residents, business and visitors. Provide a future vision that 

represents citizen input. Fiscally responsible budget approvals, legislative role to 



promote health safety and welfare, planning and zoning approvals to stay within 

citizen’s vision of Frisco. 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly, to 

adequately represent the residents?  18-20 

7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve?  No 

8. In how many local elections have you voted?  3 

9. How do you feel Frisco’s form of city government works or doesn’t work for the city? 

 It works well. I would like to see a move to change city council to a 7 member 

board, 3 at large and 4 representing districts within Frisco. Frisco would be 

better served having representation from all quadrants. 

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City 

Staff?  Based on the interaction I’ve seen during City Council meetings and 

through reporting, the city relies heavily on the superior city staff. City council 

defers to these experts and I continue to be impressed with their commitment to 

the public for which they work. We need to continue to support our city 

employees, continue to attract the best and prevent turnover. 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and Frisco 

Independent School District?  Rapid growth creates an essential need for city 

government and FISD to work together for all residents. 

12. What is your vision for Frisco?  Fiscally smart, economically sound, employment 

opportunities. Safe, family friendly environment, small town feel while 

accommodating growth. 

13. What do you believe is Frisco’s biggest success?  Maintaining a small 

government while providing the highest levels of service with astronomical 

growth. 



14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if 

elected to City Council?  Planning and Zoning.  

15. What is your position on Frisco’s 4A/4B programs?  The half percent sales tax 

amounted to 19 million dollars for each nonprofit entity last year. These funds 

generate economic growth. They are clearly defined by the state on how the 

funds can be spent. I would prefer more transparency in the current projects and 

incentives provided by these two corporations and how committee members are 

selected through City Council.  

16. a. What is your view on Frisco’s transportation infrastructure, now and in the 

future?  b. What transportation improvements do you feel should be made, if 

any? Please include funding solutions for any new programming you 

recommend.  I would prefer to have a more updated study than the current 

2008 Public Transportation Study. Traffic congestion is and will continue to be an 

issue. The city has a comprehensive plan to focus on high volume areas first. 

Federal, CCART, state funds and fares accounting for 12% of operating expense 

will not be enough to fund public transportation including light rail. If the citizens 

decide to approve, Type B funds may need to be reallocated to move tax 

revenue to fund this expense. Without more information, I cannot reach a valid 

conclusion. 

17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently? Why, or why not? 

Specific examples are encouraged.  A few examples of effective management 

are the reduction in tax to .45 from .46, the location of the Oncor substation and 

bury the lines reaching a compromise is something the city can be proud of 

achieving. The city showed a balance between energy needs and residents 

concerns. 

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco’s public safety budgeting and 

departments? What would you change? Frisco police and fire departments 

account for half of the budget. I do not see any changes to these two 

departments. Approve of spending recent funds on 3rd tower for better 



communication. 

19. What is your opinion on local control?  Local rule is better equipped to handle 

the local issues.  

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. 

the public’s desire for certain zoning? As it relates to the current involuntary 

annexation underway in Frisco, I would want consider the current landowners 

and then work with compromise. I applaud the planning and zoning for 

relocating the Oncor substation off of Legacy Drive to 4th Army Drive. My 

preference is one parcel should not have a negative impact on adjacent parcel. 

Unfortunately this cannot always be the case. The landowner has the right to 

build on property based on current zoning. I disapprove of zoning changes to 

force fit an economic development that is understood by the neighboring 

residents to be for another use.  

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing 

population?   The 16.3 million dollars in the 2017 budget exceeds the 

benchmark revenue per capita ratios listed by the National Recreation and Parks 

Association. I would need to determine the total acres of park land at projected 

build out and compare that to the final projected population, currently 370,000. 

Facilities and parks are viewed as long-term benefits to communities. Another 

benefit to undeveloped parkland is that pervious surface of open space has an 

increasing value in mitigating storm water runoff. 

22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County 

Road? Why or why not? It would be a good way to alleviate congestion. However, I 

would need to talk to the Downtown Merchant Association to see if they predict a loss 

in sales due to the loss of approximately 84 parking spaces along this corridor. A study of 

impact on business, auto and pedestrian traffic and whether side streets would be able 

to take on the overflow should be conducted. 

23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall? Please explain your position. It 



would be a wonderful addition to our community. The arts have an important part to 

play in the fabric of our city. I would prefer researching grants and private donations 

available to fund this expenditure if possible.  

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments, 

and what (if any) changes would you make?  Frisco has boards for red Lights, bikes, 

planning, parks, art, forests, housing, water, appraisals, visitors…an amazing group of 

volunteers devoted to Frisco. I cannot speak to the process for appointments until I am 

a part of it, which highlights my belief that there is a need for increased transparency. 

 25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco 

breakfast? 5th Street Patio and Café, breakfast tacos, hands down! 

 



Damon Vinci 

 

 

1. What is your occupation?  I’m an Information Security Network Analyst for Capital One. 

 

2. How long have you lived in Frisco?  Since 2006. 

 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City, and other volunteer work within the City of Frisco. Please 

list in bullet format. 

  * PTA Member since 2011 

  * WatchDOG at Tadlock Elementary since 2011 

  * Founder of Be the Tree, a 501(c)3 non-profit started by my wife and I. 

 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election?  A few.  It all depends 

on the issues that related to me or my area of town at the time. 

 

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member?  I think the role of the City Council members is 

to provide direction for the city as it relates to the policies that allow us to grow, be safe and to be a 

desirable place to live and do business. 

 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly, to adequately 

represent the residents?  8-16 

 

7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve?  I do work full time, 

although I don’t anticipate that being a conflict. 

 

8. In how many local elections have you voted?  Nearly all of them. I’m sure that I’ve missed a couple, but I 

do work to vote in each election that I’m afforded the opportunity to. 



 

9. How do you feel Frisco’s form of city government works or doesn’t work for the city?  So far I think 

we’re doing things well, as our growth is an indicator.  The fact that we’ve kept the tax rate low during the 

growth, while being one of the lowest around, speaks volumes. 

 

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City Staff?  I believe the 

Council sets the direction and the staff executes the direction. 

 

 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and Frisco Independent School 

District?  The relationship should be collaborative.  

12. What is your vision for Frisco?  I see Frisco as continuing to be a desired place to live and work as one 

of the safest and most profitable cities in the Metroplex. 

 

13. What do you believe is Frisco’s biggest success?  The Dallas Cowboys moving their practice facility 

here.  That is a huge vote of confidence to the future growth of the city. 

 

14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if elected 

to City Council? Traffic, without a doubt.  With all of the people and businesses moving here they have to 

be able to get around town easily. Those that work at the new businesses will need to come to Frisco, 

especially the lower wage workers that likely won’t live here.  We need to re-time the lights, especially 

making adjustments during the morning school rush hours to adjust for the school zone speed limit 

changes.  We also need to revisit DART inclusion and light rail.  

15. What is your position on Frisco’s 4A/4B programs?  If I’m being honest, I’ll need a sit-down with other 

council members to get an education on this. 

 

16. a. What is your view on Frisco’s transportation infrastructure, now and in the future? 

b. What transportation improvements do you feel should be made, if any? Please include 

funding solutions for any new programming you recommend.  

a. I believe that our transportation infrastructure is more reactive than proactive.  We have allowed houses 

and businesses to build where the roads and infrastructure aren’t large enough to support them, so we 

play catch up to expand, which creates more problems and by the time they are expanded we’re already 

at capacity.  We need more main paths of travel through the city, both north and south and east and 

west.  We also need the light timings re-worked to create a dynamic flow based on peaks.  Road 

expansions should also consider bike lanes for safety, emissions reductions and fewer cars on the 

road.  Work with NTTA to remove or reduce tolls for motorcycles, which are more efficient than 

cars and take up less space on the roads.  



17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently? Why, or why not? Specific examples are 

encouraged.  I do believe that we are running efficiently. The level tax rate is one example.  Also, in 

reviewing the budget, the expenses typically weren’t growing year to year at a dramatic rate.  

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco’s public safety budgeting and departments? 

What would you change?  I think we’re doing a great job with public safety.  The police and fire have a 

presence throughout the city and mostly have a good relationship with the citizens.  We will need to 

continue to grow the forces and resources as the city grows, because the growth will create new 

problems. 

 

19. What is your opinion on local control?  It appears to do pretty well here in Frisco from my experience. 

 

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. the public’s desire for 

certain zoning?  This would be on a case by case basis.  We wouldn’t want certain types of businesses in  

certain areas of town, but we have to balance it with certain liberties that come with property ownership. 

 

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing population?  More 

parks are never a bad thing in my opinion.  If we want to be a place for families to come to and we’re 

going to have as dense a population as is estimated, then more parks are a great thing. 

 

22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County Road? Why or why 

not?  I think we should to improve the traffic flow through there. 

 

23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall? Please explain your position.  Yes.  Again, if we 

want to be a desirable place to raise a family, then a performing arts hall that can bring events and culture 

to our citizens, especially our children, will be helpful. 

 

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments, and what (if any) 

changes would you make?  I don’t have any issue with the current process. 

 

25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco 

 

breakfast?  I’m a big fan of the Depot on Main.  My men’s bible study group meets there regularly. 



Henry A. (Hal) Thomas 

 

 

 

Website:  www.hal4frisco.com 

1.What is your occupation? 

Patent Attorney & Professional Engineer 

 

2. How long have you lived in Frisco? 

About 7 years, since March 2010 

 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City, and other volunteer work within the City of Frisco. 

Please list in bullet format. 

2014 Frisco Volunteer of the Year 

Frisco Police Citizens on Patrol 

Frisco CERT 

Frisco Citizens Police Academy 

Frisco Citizens Fire Academy - Alumni Association/Volunteer Red Cross -  

Disaster Assistance Team (Frisco/Denton County) Collin County Citizens  

Sheriff's Alumni Association - Citizens on Patrol Miracle League of  

Frisco - Photographer SkyWarn Storm Spotter 

 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election? 

Under 10 in person, others by watching videos 

 

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member? 

Represent and ensure open communication with Frisco residents; the Council functions similarly as the 

Board of Directors for a corporation; recruiting volunteers for boards and commissions; being available 

to mentor staff, volunteers and suppliers to the City; promote sustainable growth; and, building bridges 

between community, region and state. 

 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly, to adequately represent 

the residents? 

15 - 20 

http://www.hal4frisco.com/


 

7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve? 

I own and work at local law firm and engineering company; I currently budget 15-24 hours a week for 

volunteering; if elected, more of my volunteer time will be directed towards the Council role; however, I 

do believe that City Council persons can be effective volunteering with the same groups with which I 

currently associate.  I would hope others follow suit. 

 

8. In how many local elections have you voted? 

I am 53 and have lived in Dallas, Carrollton, Plane and now Frisco.  I would estimate that I have voted in 

40% of the local elections. 

 

9. How do you feel Frisco's form of city government works or doesn't work for the city? 

I like the Council-Mayor form of municipal government; I do believe this form of government works well 

when citizens participate, volunteer and hold accountability from those elected and paid city staff. 

 

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City Staff? 

Similar to the relationship between a Board of Directors and CEO of a public corporation; the Council is 

there to mentor, support, champion the City, act independently of the city staff by inspecting 

and assessing the actions and decisions of the city; seek to ensure the city functions in accordance with 

the expectations of the citizens. 

 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and Frisco Independent School 

District? 

Harmony, working together to attract, educate and retain residents and businesses to build a 

sustainable and affordable place to live, work and play.  I believe the City can help the ISD to understand 

business needs for a future employment base and to use our educational system to prepare future 

workers and leaders who will likely have a choice to live and work in Frisco. 

 

12. What is your vision for Frisco? 

We have already committed the City to a dominance of athletics and retail, emphasizing activities that 

carry an expectation of alcohol at the stadiums, restaurants and bars; I would like to see a new 

dedication to balancing our growth with high-tech manufacturing, professional services, local companies 

delivering international exports from Frisco based on competence (services, software, arts, etc). 

 

13. What do you believe is Frisco's biggest success? 

Quality of education available in Frisco, and attracting such a diverse population. 

 

14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if elected to City 

Council? 

Lack of transparency and trust with citizens.  I would address this by highlighting the lack of diversity in 

city staff; the lack of local city spending to support and encourage entrepreneurialism in our business  

base; and, I would work to create and maintain KPI's for each city function and publish the 

measurements in terms of true dollars, cycle time and quality. 

 



15. What is your position on Frisco's 4A/4B programs? 

My preference would be to either restore the integrity of the programs back to what they are intended 

to do, which is to accelerate job creation in the wanted sectors; or, put it to a vote and allow the  

citizens to recall the taxes and at the same time vote for a roll back on the property tax at the same 

time.  We are creating 6x the number of jobs that pay under $12/hr when these programs are intended 

to bring job to Frisco that pay over $60K/yr.  The results indicate the programs are not working and 

need to be fixed or eliminated. 

 

16. a. What is your view on Frisco's transportation infrastructure, now and in the future? 

Transportation is a top issue that we must address.  Looking to DART is not the answer.  We can begin 

working collaboratively within the 380 Corridor to find a durable, sustainable and effective 

transportation system that can ease congestion and encourage more responsible development of 

infrastructure and land use. 

 

b. What transportation improvements do you feel should be made, if any?  

Please include funding solutions for any new programming you recommend.  If we focus on the 380 

Corridor as a solution, we could develop a micro regional system that incorporates time-of-day flexibility 

to provide fee for service transportation solutions.  Like how capital infrastructure for communications 

networks are planned, flexibility is essential to ensure high utilization.  Partnering with local businesses 

to support the economic health of the business community can make transportation a profit center for 

the community. 

 

17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently? Why, or why not? Specific examples 

are encouraged. 

No.  The budget states that because the population is growing so should the city staff, and it is staff that 

consumes 70% of our operating budget.  I believe there should be required efficiency gains each year,  

guided by objective measurements; I also believe city functions should be subject to sunset 

provisions.  Every task can be defined and measured using time-in-motion studies; then, optimization 

strategies can be executed to reduce waste, eliminate redundancy and consolidate tasks 

and functions.  Regular and routine functions are places where the most gains can be achieved. 

 

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco's public safety budgeting and departments? 

They should be a higher priority; I believe we can do better by redefining our approach:  specifically, we 

are a reasonable small city when the sports venues and concerts are closed; but, when we invite  

10,000's of spectators to our town, we become large. We have a one size fits all approach and that 

places stress on the staff we currently have. 

 

What would you change? 

We can adopt flexible demand base planning techniques to improve.  We can also look at revenues from 

these venues to ensure financial and capacity objectives are met.  I also believe we can make 

distinctions in how we define roles and responsibilities between the TIRZ areas, transportation corridors 

and the residential areas. 

 



19. What is your opinion on local control? 

I am in favor of Local Control; note that the Legislature is currently considering changes that will likely 

impact our ability to maintain or increase local control. 

 

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. the public's desire 

for certain zoning? 

Incentives should be prohibited when a land owner pursues development which is inconsistent with the 

general expectations of the city's needs and direction.  Zoning should be updated to mandate that if a 

developer wants to increase density on a parcel, then on-site facilities for transportation should be 

reserved and incorporated into the site design.   I also believe the City could find ways to impose luxury 

tax on those properties to help defray the negative impacts to the community. 

 

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing population? 

As they are constructed, then yes; if they were better designed to appeal to our way of life then there 

could be more.  It is hard to justify taking family to the park when it is an empty field.  I believe  

parks can take on the form of education, experience, collective gatherings, multipurposed, and open to 

vendors. 

 

22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County Road? Why or why 

not? 

I would rather see it closed to automobiles and develop something like what has been done in Mont 

Tremblant, Canada, or like streets in Gamla Stan, Stockholm, making this a village setting for business 

and experience.  We can find a path to divert through traffic around this area if the citizens of Frisco 

want to do so. 

 

23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall? Please explain your position. 

Yes.  Arts are vital to our growth and to our lives.  I believe arts are educational, encourage personal 

development and growth and help families spend quality time together.  Our local churches have shown 

that our community enjoys and appreciates performing arts.  Performance groups have shown a 

willingness to bring talent and experiences to this area if they have a place to perform. 

 

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments, and what (if any) 

changes would you make? 

I would like to see more roles and responsibilities outlined for the City Staff to work with and accept the 

inputs from the boards.  I have attended meetings and I believe there is a disconnect as to what the  

citizen inputs are and what agenda the staff is following.  I would encourage the use of skill and 

competence definitions to make appointments; I also believe the boards should have a financial veto if  

the citizen input is not clearly reflected in the direction the City follows. 

 

25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco breakfast? 

Saturday morning breakfast at Norma's with my radio operator friends. 



Brandon Burden 

 

 
 
 
 
 (214) 550-0870 
www.brandon4frisco.com 
https://www.facebook.com/BrandonBurdenBuildFriscoforGenerations 
Twitter: @blburden 

 

Questions. 
 

1.   What is your occupation? I am self-employed. 
 

2. How long have you lived in Frisco? 16 years. 
 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City. 
 

 Active Member of Kingdom Life Christian Center and Member of the 

Board of Directors 

 Have served in back to school drives, clothing drives, and toy 

drives for underprivileged children in Frisco 

 Member of the Chamber of Commerce; have served on the Governmental 

Affairs Committee, and have Chaired the Membership Services Committee 

 Leadership Frisco Class XVI Graduate (June 2013) 
 

 Have served as a volunteer for Frisco Family Services 

http://www.brandon4frisco.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BrandonBurdenBuildFriscoforGenerations


 

 Have served as a volunteer for North Texas Cares Clinic (formerly Frisco 

Cares Children’s Clinic) 

 Have served as the Volunteer Coordinator for Frisco Rotary Club’s annual 

Paddy Dash 

 Board President for Frisco Charity Partners, a foundation created by 

Leadership Frisco Class XVI 

 Have served as a volunteer for Frisco Reach Out 
 

 Founder of Revolution Ministries, a local non-profit involved in youth work 
 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election? I have 

attended at least 5-6 city council meetings in the past. The last city council meeting I 

attended was 1/3/17. 

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member? The role of a City Council 

member is to take care of the residents. I am a representative of the citizens, and I am 

here to take care of their needs as best as I can. My job is to help build a Frisco that we 

can all be proud to call home. 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly to 

adequately represent the residents? As many as it takes. I think a Council member 

should be available to answer questions, hear complaints, or deal with issues as needed. 

A Council member is always on call for the city. 

7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve? No. I am 

self-employed. I set my own hours. 

8. In how many local elections have you voted? 11. 
 

9. How do you feel Frisco’s form of city government works or doesn’t work for 

the city? I feel that the Home Rule form of government works quite well for the 



City of Frisco. I’m in favor of a Council-run government that hires the City 

Manager to manage the city. I’m in favor of accountability and transparency, and 

I believe that our form of government requires the City Manager to be held 

accountable to the city. I also believe that our Council members should continue 

to be elected at large, and remain non-partisan. This creates a teamwork 

environment and forces us to focus on what’s best for all the citizens in our 

community, not just the ones in our district. 

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City Staff? As 

referenced in Answer 9, City Council hires the City Manager, who then hires City Staff. 

City Council works closely with the City Manager and his/her staff to ensure that the city 

runs efficiently. City Staff provides recommendations to City Council when decisions 

need to be made, and City Staff is very involved in the discovery process. Ultimately, 

though, City Council may accept or reject their recommendations as the “buck stops 

with them.” 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and Frisco 

Independent School District? The City has always had a very close relationship with the 

School District. It is this partnership that has allowed our city to thrive and grow like it 

has. The School District is governed by their own Board, but they also rely on the City’s 

input especially where construction of new facilities is concerned. 

12. What is your vision for Frisco? My vision for Frisco is to be family first. My tagline is 

“Build Frisco for Generations.” Frisco is called to be a culturally-diverse, family-based 

city. With our first-rate school system, parks, sports venues, after school activities and 

clubs, and great neighborhoods, there’s nothing not to like about Frisco. I want to 

ensure that this vision is sustainable. I want to be a great suburb of Dallas, not Dallas 



itself. My vision is that we would be at least 70-75% single-family homes, and 25-30% 
 

mixed use when we are done. The 2015 Comprehensive Plan shows us being more like 

50/50. I’m not in agreement with this. I want us to be the awesome city that we’ve 

always been with lots of green spaces, parks, recreation, great schools, and 

neighborhoods. Therefore, my vision is that the remaining half of Frisco reflects our 

family values as we build a sustainable city where people will want to live for 

generations. 

13. What do you believe is Frisco’s biggest success? Frisco’s biggest success is its families. 

Our awesome families are what make us strong. Frisco’s biggest success has been the 

things they’ve done to attract families. Building great neighborhoods, great parks, 

awesome sports venues, a stellar school system, and tons of things for kids to do is their 

greatest success. I love the Video Game Museum, I love the Museum of the American 

Railroad, I love the ballpark, I love our neighborhoods, and I love our parks. These are 

our greatest successes. 

14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if 

elected to City Council? Our most critical issue is supporting our growth. Water, roads, 

property taxes, and schools will continue to be the issues that we need to focus on. 

Water is super critical. Lake Lavon cannot continue to be our only source of water. The 

drought taught us that. I’m very concerned about roads. With only two tollways in place 

for infrastructure, I am very concerned with how we are going to support 375,000 

people. The latest regional traffic study that just came out basically states that we must 

encourage people to stop driving as much. I don’t really think that’s going to work. This 

is Texas. We drive everywhere. Others are advocating that the only way to fix our traffic 

is to bring more corporations to Frisco so that people never have to leave the city. Once 



again, that’s not realistic. People are going to commute to other cities for work. Even on 

the weekends, the surface streets are crowded. There’s no bike lanes, and the city 

doesn’t plan on building them. There’s no public transportation in place for those who 

don’t or can’t drive, and there’s no plan in place to bring public transportation to Frisco. 

Basically, we don’t have the infrastructure in place to support 375,000 people. 

Therefore, the most critical issue facing Frisco is curbing some of this urban density that 

the 2015 Comprehensive Plan is calling for. This is Texas. There’s no need for us to live 

on top of one another. There’s land as far as the eye can see. Let’s spread out a little. 

15. What is your position on Frisco’s 4A/4B programs? I think we are giving out way too 

much money in economic development to court businesses to move to Frisco. 

Companies are moving to Texas anyway. We don’t need to give out millions of dollars to 

get these companies to move here, and we certainly don’t need to be developing our 

own business park. We need to let the free enterprise system work. 

16. What is your view on Frisco’s transportation infrastructure, now and in the future? I 

think we’re going to have some major problems on our hands with the growth. Surface 

streets are already getting crowded, the DNT is already jam-packed during rush hour, 

and we’re only at 159,000 residents. What is this going to look like when we’re at 

375,000? We’ve only got two main freeways (i.e. tollways) coming into and out of the 

city. Plano has four freeways, and we will be 100,000 more people than them. Houston, 

we have a problem. We need to curb some of the planned urban density in Frisco. 

17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently? In some ways, yes. In 

other ways, no. I think property taxes are starting to get out of hand for residents. We 

saw that with the vote on the TRE in August. Residents are becoming more and more 



concerned with 10-12% property tax increases year over year. At some point we have to 

look at putting some type of cap in place. I also think that building more and more multi- 

family dwellings is not a good idea. I think that making our city so urban dense takes 

away from our family-friendly feel. I think that single-family homeowners generally take 

better care of their properties over the long-haul, and I would like to see Frisco at least 

70-75% single-family homes when we are all said and done. 

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco’s public safety budgeting and departments? 

I think our public safety is adequate for the city right now. We have a great police 

station. We will continue to add fire stations as needed for the growth. Overall, I feel 

very safe living in this city. I am, however, concerned that with all this urban 

development, we are going to see the crime rate increase. We will have to increase our 

public safety budget if we become as urbanized as the 2015 Plan is calling for. 

19. What is your opinion on local control? I believe in local control. I believe that our 

boards serve a purpose in this city, and that they allow a diversity of leadership at every 

level. I’d rather have local control than state or federal control. I believe in keeping 

Austin and D.C. out of our business as much as possible. 

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. the 

public’s desire for certain zoning? I’m one of those citizens who thinks that our urban 

zoning is out of control. I know that Texas favors landowner rights, and I believe in 

private property rights. I do understand that landowners had their agricultural land 

rezoned to multi-family back in the 80s and 90s so they could develop it later down the 

road. However, I want to work with landowners to make sure that Frisco remains the 



beautiful city its always been. I’d love to see Baxter Brinkman Ranch put in tons of 

single-family homes. I’d love to see less multi-use in the remaining 50% of build out, and 

more single-family. 

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing 

population? No. It looks like they actually reduced the percentage of parks in the 2015 

Comprehensive Plan. I think they need to increase it. When is Grand Park going to be 

built? I’ve been hearing about it for years and years. I want to see it! 

22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County Road? I 

think we should if we can, but is it possible to widen it? Have we done a study? It’s really 

hard to get through downtown, so I’d be in favor of widening it if there’s room. 

23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall? I’d love to have a performing arts 

hall. I think it would be better if a private organization built it though. After the debacle 

with the Arts of Collin County, nobody on Council wants to open that can of worms 

again. We could contribute modestly towards an Arts building, but I’d like to see it 

developed and privately owned like a Bass Hall or the Meyerson. 

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments? I 

think it’s kind of cliquish. I think we could have a better process in place for getting 

people on these boards. You almost have to personally know a City Councilmember to 

even be considered. I think we need a more inclusive, objective process. 

25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco 

breakfast? I like the pancakes at the new Frisco Diner. They have great breakfast 

options over there, and great service. 



K.D. Warach 
 

 

 
 

Website:  www.warach4frisco.com  

Questions. 
 

1. What is your occupation? 
Civil Engineer  

 

2. How long have you lived in Frisco? 
3 ½ years  

 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City, and other volunteer work within the 
City of Frisco. Please list in bullet format. 

• Coach Frisco Youth Soccer for my daughter and son recreation teams  
 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election? 
None  

 

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member? 
• Represent Frisco’s residents  
• Participate in creating and enforcing local ordinances  
• Participate in the budget process  
• Participate in appointing the City Manager and other positions as they come 

up 
 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly, to 
adequately represent the residents? 

Whatever it takes  
 

7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve? 
No  

 

8. In how many local elections have youvoted? 
Almost all of them  

 

9. How do you feel Frisco’s form of city government works or doesn’t work for the 

http://www.warach4frisco.com/


city? Frisco’s form of city government encourages citizens to get involved in policy 
making and future planning. I feel it works for the city.  

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City Staff? 
 

This relationship is built on trust and mutual respect. The City Council sets policies for 
the   city and overall direction. There should be a close relationship between the 
council and the staff but there should never be an undue influence on the staff to 
enact and enforce    policies. There should be accountability for the Staff’s actions. 
Both the Council and the Staff should understand their roles and responsibilities. They 
both need each other to achieve a common goal of community service.  
 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and 
Frisco Independent School District? 
Quality education for existing and new Frisco residents is a top 
priority. A good ISD is one of the main reasons people want to live in 
Frisco. A strong trusting relationship is necessary to achieve this goal. 
The City of Frisco should support FISD’s responsible policies and long 
term future plans. The City and the ISD should try to align their goals 
and be involved in planning.  

 

12. What is your vision for Frisco? 
 

    Make Frisco an Alpha city  
 

13. What do you believe is Frisco’s biggest success? 
• Balanced tax base  
• Balanced zoning  
• Good school district  
• Affordable Housing  

 

14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if 
elected to City Council? 
Rapid population growth and not keeping up with infrastructure and services. If 
elected I will strive to set responsible policies to keep up with population growth 
while focusing on the long term planning   

 

15. What is your position on Frisco’s 4A/4Bprograms? 
 

I like the current program and don’t want it to get any bigger  
 

16. a. What is your view on Frisco’s transportation infrastructure, now and in the 
future? Currently Frisco residents do not have a suitable alternative to DNT to 
travel south. Using DNT requires paying toll. We need to plan and construct a 
reliable non-tolling alternative. Improvements on Preston Road could be one of the 
solutions.   
US 380 is experiencing massive growth along the corridor. Moving traveling public 
along this corridor safely should be a top priority.  



 
 
 
 
b. What transportation improvements do you feel should be made, if any? Please 
include funding solutions for any new programming you recommend. 

 

While there are several transportation improvement projects underway, we truly 
need to stay ahead of the curve if we want to maintain Frisco a desired place to 
live.  Improvements such as road widening, access, signal timing must be 
constantly   addressed. All funding solutions must be considered including federal, 
state, local funding and alternative solutions such as Tolls & Public Private 
Partnership.   
We need to continue our partnership with TxDOT, NTTA and other cities and 
agencies to effectively let, construct and maintain construction projects.   

 

17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently? Why, or why not? 
Specific examples are encouraged 
City of Frisco has a responsible government. But no entity is perfect. Some of the 
things that can cut cost and make it more efficient, in my opinion, are below;  

 2 Assistant City Managers and a Deputy City Manager are redundant. 1 of these 
positions should be eliminated.  

 Development Services Department can be eliminated while the Engineering 
Services under Public Works.  

 

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco’s public safety budgeting and departments? 
What would you change? 

 

19. What is your opinion on local control? 
 

I’m a proponent of responsible local control with proper checks and balances  
 

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. the 
public’s desire for certain zoning? 

 
I am a strong advocate for the rights of local landowners but if we want to keep 
making progress, we must take public’s desire for certain zoning into account. The 
key is to find the right balance and to be fair throughout the process. Effective 
communication is very important.   

 

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing 
population? 

 

There are some very nice current parks available and there are more planned. 
We can always do more to support building more parks to keep up with 
growth  

 



22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County Road? 
Why or why not? 

 
Yes, we should. There is enough traffic currently that warrants it. It will only get 
worse if we don’t address it now  

 

23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall? Please explain your position. 
 

Although a performing arts hall in Frisco will be a welcoming addition, I don’t think it 
should be a priority at this point in time. There are other things that are more important 
and perhaps sometime in the future we can revisit this topic.  

 

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments, and 
what (if any) changes would you make? 
No opinion  

 

25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco 
breakfast? 

 

Fifth Street Patio & Café  



Dan Stricklan 

 

Website:  http://danstricklin.com/ 

 

1. Executive 

 

2.1.5 Years 

 

3. Waterstone HOA Board of Directors, Elevate Life Church Servant Leader 

 

4.10+ 

 

5. Serve the Citizens of Frisco 

 

6. 10 hours 

 

7. No conflicts 

 

8. NA 

 

9. Works 

 

10. The City Council and City Staff should work together for the greater 

good of the citizens. 

 

11. The School Board and City Council should have a unified vision to do 

what is in the best interest of our great City. 

 

12. To help the city continue to drive economic growth and be a 

reflection of its citizens. 

 

13. Our community feel and school district 

 

http://danstricklin.com/


14. Increased urbanization-we need to make sure the people of Frisco are 

on board with the economic plan. 

 

15-24 NA 

 

25. Starwood Cafe 



John Redmond 

 

Website:  redmond4frisco.com 

1. I am technical recruiting executive and entrepreneur 

2. The Redmond family moved to Frisco in July of 2005 

3. Frisco Football League (FFL) – Head Coach/Volunteer 2 years (Cowboys) 

4. . 

5. City Council members are advocates for the constituents of Frisco…they should act as partners 

with city staff for strategy and direction, budgets, and oversight 

6. Much like a professor or TA in college, I think that holding ‘office hours’ and giving the citizens of 

Frisco a time to engage personally with me, as councilman, is important…and I would commit 

10-15 hours a week to that activity. 

7. I do not 

8. . 

9. It works just fine 

10. City Council and the Mayor are responsible for the budget and fiscal oversight for 

operations…including strategic direction working through the City Manager and Staff. 

11. City of Frisco has a comprehensive plan and year over year operating budget…which drives 

activity.  Frisco ISD has its’ own taxing authority and operating revenue.  While I think that there 

is discussion; I believe that FISD does what it wants independently of the City of Frisco. 

12. “Family First”.  Frisco should be an upper-middle class community with a unique culture, as a 

North Texas destination, with services and amenities our citizens can be proud to call home.  

That also includes the ability to navigate our streets and get around with minimal hassle.  I do 

not see Frisco as Addison or Uptown…I do not see a vision for Frisco as an ‘urban’ anything. 

13. With the Roughriders, Stars/Tornados, Texas Legends, and FC Dallas already in town…getting 

the Dallas Cowboys to move their HQ and training facilities to Frisco is a huge success and 

feather in the cap. 

14. Exponential growth and all of the implications of the issues associated with that growth.  

Examples are:   

a. Tax incentives, debt structure, and potential lost operating revenue (long-term).   

b. Property taxes and real estate valuation.   

c. Infrastructure – roadways, power, and water.   

d. Public health and safety 



15. The Frisco EDC and CDC have ‘tough’ jobs.  My only desire is to see fair and balanced growth 

activity which is transparent to the constituents and doesn’t create hidden debt through 

backroom horse-trading. 

16. Better roadways, better roadways, better roadways.  No public transportation, specifically 

buses.  Light rail (DART) should be discussed, based on the roadway ‘situation’ (especially, if we 

decide that continued development of multi-family/apartment living will be limited and scaled 

back down going forward). 

17. Based on the reviews of operating budgets for the last 4 fiscal years…it seems so. 

18. Seems appropriate for Fire and Police.  I might consider capital expenditures for Police vehicles. 

19. The states are the lab in this ‘experiment’ we call the United States of America.  Local 

representation is baked into the process.  While I get the concept of local control, my fear is 

enabling the ‘nanny state’ where municipalities exert undo power around personal liberties and 

create frivolous local statues to work around the law. 

20. I don’t believe in eminent domain, so the rights of the individual landowner take priority. 

21. I believe so. 

22. No.  I like the idea of a ‘historic downtown’ area.  I can envision traffic workarounds, to minimize 

traffic in and thru Main Street. 

23. If it creates additional debt to the constituents of Frisco…NO.  The conversations to date have 

been ill-defined.  I would not support, nor recommend a bond issue for a blank slate project. 

24. . 

25. Frisco Diner!! 

 

 



Stanley Wang 
 

 
 
Website:  http://www.stanleywang4frisco.org/ 
 
Questions 
 

1. What is your occupation? 
 
Data scientist at Intuit in Plano. 

 
2. How long have you lived in Frisco? 

 
7.5 years 
 

3. Detail your volunteer experience for the City, and other volunteer work within the 
City of Frisco. Please list in bullet format. 
 
Teaching adult Sunday school. Leading adult Christian fellowship at home. Leading 
AWANA in church. 
 

4. How many City Council meetings did you attend prior to filing for this election? 
 
3 times 
 

5. What do you see as the role of a City Council member? 
 
A position to represent the true interest of Frisco residents and make right decisions for 
Frisco’s present and future. 
 

6. How many hours do you believe a Council member needs to spend weekly, to 
adequately represent the residents? 
 
15-25 hours. This time includes the time spent in the city hall and time spent to 
investigate and understand the issues at hand. 



 
7. Do you have work or other conflicts that would hamper your ability to serve? 

 
No 
 

8. In how many local elections have you voted? 
 
Three 
 
 

9. How do you feel Frisco’s form of city government works or doesn’t work for the city? 
 
The form is not an issue. Its efficiency and transparency are. I don’t think the current city 
government is transparent and competent at budget control, fiscal discipline, and 
attracting the right business. 
 

10. Explain your understanding of the relationship between City Council and City Staff? 
 
City council sets policies, directives, and priorities. City staffs have the expertise to carry 
them out. 
 

11. Explain your opinion of the relationship between the City of Frisco and Frisco 
Independent School District? 
 
City and FISD are different entities. Daily operations are totally separate. However, the 
city’s development and population growth have deterministic effect on FISD’s size and 
resource. FISD’s quality will certainly determine the future of the city. 
 

12. What is your vision for Frisco? 
 
An affluent suburban city, with beautiful landscape, clean streets, highly educated 
population, low crime rate, a high-quality FISD, smooth traffic, and adequate 
recreational areas. 
 

13. What do you believe is Frisco’s biggest success? 
 
In the following order: FISD, its natural environment preservation, general city planning 
(so far). 
 

14. What is the most critical issue facing Frisco, and how do you plan to solve for it if 
elected to City Council? 
 
The amount of debt and the speed of debt accumulation are the greatest threat to 
Frisco’s future. Budget transparency is also a big concern. Frisco needs to make its 



budget much more transparent, carefully evaluate its investment decisions, control its 
population growth, and limit the government size. For details, please see my website at 
http://www.stanleywang4frisco.org/ 
 

15. What is your position on Frisco’s 4A/4B programs? 
 
Frisco is not qualified for 4A sales tax. Frisco is qualified for 4B sales tax. But I don’t think 
Frisco should adopt 4B because: (A) it will make the business within Frisco less 
competitive. (B) Frisco city government should explore fiscal discipline and budget 
control first. 
 

16.  
a. What is your view on Frisco’s transportation infrastructure, now and in the 

future? 
 
Frisco’s transportation is largely fine at this moment. I don’t see any big changes 
needed in the near future. However, if changes are needed, the impact on 
property value and quality of FISD should be carefully assessed, by investigating 
examples at other cities. 
 

b. What transportation improvements do you feel should be made, if any? Please 
include funding solutions for any new programming you recommend. 
 
Inner city transportation is adequate so far. The only concern is railroad access to 
the city of Dallas. Frisco has 2 options: (A) DART (B) Rush-hour commuter trains. I 
would favor the latter because (A) it target traffic problem right on, and (B) it can 
operate at a much faster speed and much more appropriate capacity, compared 
with DART. (C) DART has proven to be a negative factor to property values. 
 

17. Do you believe the City of Frisco is being operated efficiently? Why, or why not? 
Specific examples are encouraged. 
 
Not really. Business investments like Cowboy Stadium has been opaque. The decision 
processes are not transparent at all. Details of the deals are not disclosed to the public. 
The city has not brought the right kind of businesses to town like Plano did. We need 
businesses other than sports and restaurants. Also budget as a whole is not transparent, 
especially on total debt and year-over-year debt growth. 
 

18. What is your opinion on the City of Frisco’s public safety budgeting and departments? 
What would you change? 
 
Patrol budget has increased too fast. 87% of the increase has been personnel cost. The 
personnel cost per officer has been going up 11% a year in the last 2 years. This is 
growing too fast, considering the average salary increase of all city employees is only 



2.9%. Based on this mishap, we should check all personnel cost increases in all city 
departments. This is not a very difficult task. 
 
The department has been divided into 12 parts in the budget book. I wonder if some of 
the divisions can be combined. This is certainly worth exploring. However, with 19 
personnels per 10K population, our police department is below the national average of 
21 personnels per 10K population, for cities with population between 100K and 200K. 
More detailed analysis of the department is needed. 
 
 

19. What is your opinion on local control? 
 
I am a strong advocate for local control. We the local people should have the final say 
about local affairs. 
 

20. As a Council member, how would you balance the rights of local landowners vs. the 
public’s desire for certain zoning? 
 
Local residents’ desire should take precedence. 
 

21. Does the City have enough current and planned parks to support our growing 
population? 
 
We should have more land allocated for parks and recreational purpose. As we grow, a 
slightly large portion of the land should be considered preemptively. 
 

22. Should we widen Main Street between the railroad crossing and North County Road? 
Why or why not? 
 
Widening Main Street will (A) be very costly because of the existing businesses and 
residents on both sides of the street, and (B) destroy the history of the old Frisco. 
However, Frisco can consider paving/extending Oak Street and Elm Street to ease the 
traffic load on Main Street. After all, the traffic issue on Main Street is really a non-
critical issue, compared with the existing businesses and residents and its historical 
value. 
 

23. Should the City of Frisco build a performing arts hall? Please explain your position. 
 
I don’t think so, especially when the city is growing this fast and debt-laden. Performing 
art hall is like luxury furniture to a family. It can only be considered when the city has 
the fiscal leeway to do so. 
 

24. What is your opinion on the current process for City of Frisco board appointments, 
and what (if any) changes would you make? 



 
(A) The city should disclose the occupations and charities of the candidates publicly so 

that residents can learn about potential conflict of interest readily 
(B) The city should post the statements of all candidates online. 
(C) All candidates should fill out a common questionnaire for the residents to evaluate. 
 

25. Frisco is known for its abundance of breakfast options. What is your favorite Frisco 
breakfast? 
I always have breakfast at home with my wife and kids. The breakfast prepared by my 
wife is always my favorite. 
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